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Besides tMs mass of smaller peasants, whose holdings
average under two acres, there were over two million
landless agricultural workers. The conditions, especially
in eastern Spain, were not unlike those in India, where
a growing population presses heavily on the land. Parts
of the Levante are extremely fertile, especially the sea-
coast belt, but huge areas are extremely poor, the upland
country being like the Deccan, while parts of Andalusia
are so arid that the bare, shrubless hills remind one of
the North-West frontier.
The writer's work in 1937 took him into a very large
number of villages in eastern Spain, and on the poorer
soils the standard of housing and general living was
quite oriental in its penury. The Spanish peasant is
traditionally supposed to live on an olive, a piece of
sugar and a glass of wine. They are probably the most
abstemious people in Europe. As over most of India
the landlord supplies nothing of any value. He is not
like the English agricultural landlord, who is responsible
for farm-house, farm buildings, roads, gates, etc.
Normally he is merely a receiver of rent, more like a
mortgagee than a landlord. The Church held a huge
area in fee through its Federaciones Agricolas Catdlicas.
In most cases the owners of the large estates were
absentees, and sometimes they were foreigners. The
standard of living on most of these latifundios was
appallingly low. Few peasants earned more than the
equivalent of about £36 a year, and they were kept in
a state of complete ignorance, a century or so behind
the inhabitants of some less landlord-ridden parts.1
1 In 1936 many of these large estates were still owned by individuals.
The Duke of Medinaceli had 195,680 acres, the Duke of Pefiar-
anda 104,345, and the Duke of Alba some 90,000. The Duke of
Wellington owns a large estate at Granada, and the Marquess of
Bute is a considerable property-holder in Southern Spain.

